Sample Referee and Arm’s Length Statements
External Referees

Dr. _____ is an internationally-acclaimed expert on _____. They are familiar with the literature published in this field and can fairly reflect the relevance of the research contributions of the applicant.  Dr. ___________ and the applicant have not worked together on any major projects or grants and have an ‘arm’s length’ professional relationship. 
Dr. _____ is a community ___________ in Belleville Ontario and is suitably qualified to provide an impartial and capable assessment of the applicant’s qualifications. Dr. _______ does not mentor/supervise the applicant and has not collaborated or published with the applicant in the last five years.

Dr. _____ served as an external reviewer for the _____ training program of which the applicant is Director. During the review process, Dr. _____ carried out a detailed look at the applicant’s performance within the training program and the Academic Health Sciences Centre. Dr. ____ has not collaborated with the applicant on any research projects, manuscripts or other academic endeavors, and has not received any training under them as a resident or fellow.  As a result, Dr. _____ is able to provide an informed ‘arms length’ evaluation.

An international referee, Dr. _____ is a senior faculty member at the University of _____. The applicant conducted a one-month elective with Dr. ___________ in 2010 that resulted in two co-authored two publications. Otherwise, their current relationship is at arm’s length (they have not published since then, nor worked together on any projects or grants), and Dr. ________ can fairly reflect the relevance of the research and clinical contributions of the applicant.
Dr. ___________ is a leading expert in the applicant’s general research area and the applicant knows him/her quite well through interactions at conferences and symposiums. They are very familiar with the applicant’s work and have referenced it quite extensively in some of their review articles.  They are suitable to assess the applicant’s research and have not personally met or worked with the applicant.

Dr _________ is a senior editor for The Journal of _____________ and has handled many of the applicant’s manuscripts. Dr. _____________ and the applicant meet regularly at scientific conferences and discuss scientific ideas on the topic of _____________.  The applicant has never collaborated with Dr. _________, nor has the applicant held grants with him/her or co-authored any publications with them, and has no personal relationship with them. Dr. ___________ is a colleague who knows the applicant’s work and/or engagement in the scientific community
Internal Referees

Dr. _____ is the Director of _____ in the Department of _____ at Queen’s University. They are aware of the applicant’s clinical, research, teaching and administrative contributions. As a leading authority in _____, he/she is qualified to comment on the originality and significance of the applicant’s research work.  Dr. _______ and the applicant share patient care and communicate regularly regarding resident education in the Department ________ at Queen’s. Dr. _____ does not mentor or supervise the applicant and has not collaborated with the applicant on any research projects, manuscripts or other academic endeavors in the past five years. Dr. ___________ and the applicant are not colleagues in the same unit/division.
Dr. _____ is a senior staff member at the hospitals with whom the applicant has worked with clinically. They are aware of the applicant’s contributions to research and is in a strong position to comment about the quality of their work. Dr. __________ does not mentor/supervise the applicant and has not collaborated or published with the applicant in the last five years. Dr. ___________ and the applicant are not colleagues in the same unit/division.
Dr. _____ is a member of the Department of _____ who works closely with the applicant in all areas of clinical activity. They can comment on the applicant’s clinical and scholarly work and activities.  Dr. ___________ and the applicant have not worked together on any major projects or grants and have an ‘arm’s length’ professional relationship. Dr. ___________ and the applicant are not colleagues in the same unit/division.
Dr. __________ is a highly respected researcher in the area of ___________. Although their work focuses on _____________, they do understand _____________, and would be well able to comment on research work that the applicant has done related to ____________.  While the applicant had contact with Dr. __________ several years ago while assembling a large Queen’s-based research team for a major collaborative grant, the applicant has never worked with them and has not had contact with them in quite some time. Dr. ___________ and the applicant are not colleagues in the same unit/division.
IMPORTANT STATEMENT MUST BE INCLUDED:


Dr. NAME and the applicant have not worked together on any major projects or grants and have an ‘arm’s length’ professional relationship.
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